
D

AMAGED by enemy action on a bombing mission over the 

continent last summer, the Flying Fortress, "Sir Baboon 

McGoon," staggered back over the channel and made an 

emergency belly landing in England. This unusual picture 

sequence, photographed by Harold Kulick, shows the step-by-

step procedure by which an Army Air Forces repair crew made 

Sir Baboon flyable again. The Fortress was not seriously 

damaged for a belly landing, though chin and belly turrets were 

wrecked, at least one engine needed replacement, and the 

propellers were bent. The under-skin of the empennage back of 

the belly turret was badly ripped by pieces of the turret which 

broke off with the landing impact. Readers of Flying are familiar 

with the work of the photographer, whose pictures have 

illustrated many articles, color pages and covers of this magazine. 

A few days after taking these photographs, Mr, Kulick was killed 

in an airplane accident.

This article was originally published in the May, 1945, issue of 

Flying magazine, vol 36, no 5, pp 39-42.
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