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FILE DATE :
AFCRS-1 3 Aug 60
SUBJECT Three Radial Engines Located on Mendel Glacier, Sequoia National
Park
FROM

RICHARD F. GERWIG. Chief, Accident Reporting & Coding Br., R&S Div.

T0
William Russler., Chief, Records & Statistics Division

PERSON(s) CONTACTED

Maj Clarence W. Brown, Rescue Coordination Center,
fos Hamilton AFB

REPORT ON:
EX7 LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALL vt [] CONFERENCE [ ] OTHER

FACTUAL DATA T
Correspondence originated by Supt, Sequoia National Park, and forwarded
through Maj Clarence W. Brown, Rescue Coordination Center, Hamilton AFB to
CONAC to AMC and indorsed to this office by AMC, concerns three radial
engines discovered on ice pillars on Mendel Glacier, Sequoia National Park.

2. Search of records at this office revealed one possibility, a B-24E
missing during a return flight to Hammer Fld from Tucson, Arizona, on

5 Dec 1943. Last position report placed aircraft on a heading towards
Sequoia National Park area.

3. Maj Brown of Hamilton AFB was contacted and he stated that a B-24E
vreckage had been located in Le Conte Lake, Sequoia National Park and that
.he Army personnel were removing the bodies which had been preserved in
ce. It was determined by checking names of-the crew aboard this aircraft
hat it was the accident referenced above.

Identification of the three radial engines found on the glacier has not
(XBKREXEEE been solved to date. Upon checking the coordinates of both the
-24 wreckage and the engines, it was noted that they were located approxi-
ately 5-7 miles apart. The engines have not as yet been identified as
-24 engines. Nor has it been determined that the engines could be those
f the wreckage found in Le Conte Lake. After Army personnel have searched
1e B-24 wreckage, Maj Brown will notify this office if engines were also
cated in the immediate vicinity. In the meantime the Chief Ranger,

‘quoia National Park will, as soon as it is possible, go in and obtain

re positive identification of the type. model, etc.,of the three engines.
en all of this information is in we should know if they are one and the
me B-24 accident or two different accidents. We will notify AMC at that

me of the results.
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FILE DATE
AFCRS-1 . 18 August 1960

SUBJECT
Wreckage Found in Le Conte Lake, Sequoia National Park

FROM
RICHARD F. (GERWIG, Chief, Accident Reporting & Coding Branch

0
WILLIAM RUSSLER, Assistant for Records & Statistics

PERSON(s) CONTACTED

LtCol Conrad Kreps, Chief, Flying Safety Branch, Safety Division,
AMC, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

REPORT ON:

[J LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALL ] veir (] CONFERENCE [XX] OTHER ,
FACTUAL DATA 3
1. This office received a letter from AMC on 12 August 1960 pertaining 7
to the location of wreckage in the Sequoia National Park. The letter,
dated 9 August 1960, signed by LtCol Kreps, requested AMC be advised of
any information pertaining to the wreckage.

s,

2. Since we had forwarded complete information on 9 August 1960, I
called Col Kreps to determine if they had received our correspondence.

3. Col Kreps stated they had received our correspondence and since it
contained all the information they required we could destroy their letter
of 9 August. I informed him we would file it with the rest of the
information concerning the wreckage and would forward any additional data
as soon as it became available.

ACTION REQUIRED

None

COORDINATION
DS e  fo oo

YPED NAME, GRADE & SIGNATURF OF ORIGINATOR FFICE SYW80]
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4 HEADQUARTERS

CONTINENTAL AIR COMMAND

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
MITCHEL AIR FORCE BASE, NEW YORK

nEPLY YO

AT TN OF! OOF-S

<
sussscr:  Request for Information 20 JUl 1959

TO! AMC

1. The following is a report of & SAR incident received from 4th Air
Force Rescue Cocrdination Center, Hamilton AFB, Calif:
"UNCLAS UAF SAR 553 for CNOPN. RCS-2-CNC-U-22 Subject:
Special Incident. At 004OZ 28 July 1960, Assistant
Sequoia National Park Ranger Hirst reported to the AFSRCC
that one of his Rangers had found a crashed aircraft on
27 July. A report bock with the name Lt William T,
Cronin was found in the vicinity of the wreckagé. The
main part of the wreckage is in a lake at 3706N-11837W
at 1100 feet elevation. About one half mile from the
main wreckage a propellor blade was found. The blade
measures 13 inches at the widest part and has the
following markings: NKC7521BWGELTTA-0, date installed
. 5-10-43. A flight boot with foot and part of leg and
an opened parachute was recovered from the lake by the
Ranger. About ten percent of the aireraft is visible
above vater. Scattered wreckage of instruments and
other aircraft parts found within one half mile of
main wreckage are partially grown over by grass and
brush. A portion of left wing with a white star on
a blue backgPound with white stripe on the underside
was found one half mile southwest of lake. The Ranger
foels fairly certain it is an old B-2h erash. Visible
fuselage appears to be gray on top, gsilver on bottom,
: ™e water in the lake is extremely cold. The foot and
4 partial leg recovered is well preserved.”
Request this headquarters be advised of any information pertzining

2
e

to this matter available in your records.

3. Suggest this correspondence ve fommrded to the Inspector Gerneral,
USAF, Norton AFB, and Headquarters USAF for additional details tn=!
mav be available.

FOR THE COMMANDER: : -

/% /
= L trare ))7“77 :

rutions




Hg CONAC (O0P-S), Mitchel AF3, llew York, 22 Jul 60, Request for
Information

L o B \
Lst Ind (MZAS)

: : AUG 9 1960 %

ilq AlIC, Wright-Patterson AFZ3, Ohio . g
70t DIG/3afety (AFCFS)

Norton AF3, Calif.

le Forwarded for information and action deemed necessar/.

2. A check with the Directorate of Maintenance Zngineerini, inis
Headquarters, indicates that no records are available wnicn could ald

in identiiying the aircraft.

3. The kemorial Affairs Jdranch, tnis Headquarters, was 1nformed
through 2 telepnone call to their counterpart in Headquarters, USAF,
that tne army i1s taking appropriate action’on the numnan remains
since tnese records were closed out oy the Army in 1943,

FOR THE COMMANDEKS

copy tod 2
SONAC, Mitchel AFB, e 43

, 4y AMC, YCADO, Arignt-Patterson

Nefety Divi » AP, Ohilo
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ICIAL CONTACT REPOR

FILE DATE

AFCRS-1 5 Aug 60
SUBJECT

Wreckage Found in Le Conte Lake, Sequoia National Park
FROM

RICHARD F. GERWIG, Chief, Accident Reporting & Coding Br., R&S Div.
0

William Russler, Chief, Records & Statistics Division

PERSON(s) CONTACTED - '

Maj Wright, Search and Rescue, Hamilton AFB, Calif

REPORT ON:
[XX] LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALL 3 vesir ] CONFERENCE [_] OTHER

FACTUAL DATA
1. Maj Wright called to give additional information on the wreckage

found in Le Conte Lake in Sequoia National Park. He stated that Col
Wheeling of the Presidio said the water was too deep for the skindivers
and that more and better diving equipment would be needed for the search.
One of the skindivers had gone to 75' and broken an eardrum. The
wreckage is believed to be at an excess of 150' in depth. An engine

has been found near the bank and parts of the aircraft are scattered all

over.
2. Maj Wright said it appeared that the aircraft hit the top of a peak,
fell into the water, exploding as it did so. The fuselage has not been
found as yet.

3. The telecall was specifically for the purpose of finding out 1f any
live bombs were aboard the aircraft at the time of the accideht.

ACTION REQUIRED

The microfilm will be studied for any mention of live
ammunition. The undersigned will call Maj Wright at

Hamilton this afternoon if the accident report makes

mention of any ammunition on board the aircraft.

p
i

{<Cr u‘.r.._ _r
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RI F.” GERWIG
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c®oRrDINATION FILE C@PY

1w,’5 Aug 60

Ltr, 4 AF (RCC), Hamiltom AFE, Calif, 33 May 60, Req for
Search and Rescue Info

Srd Ind (AFPCPS-E-6)
Dir Fit & Msl Safety Rsch, Nortom AFB, Calir
TO: ANC (MCASF)

P AUG 1560

VS s 2- 5-7T7

-COORD-

p——

(AFCPA)

1. Relative to the identificatiom of am aircraft acc
associated with the t

radial engines located om Mende
Glacier, coordimates 11'N 118°41°VW, a

B-24
been located in Le Comte lake, i |
11 'W. Per coaversation with Maj Claremce W. Browa,

Rescue Coordimation Center, Hamiltom AFB, Califormia,

personnel m-mnlypmuummrmdv

th; bodies, which were preserved because of the extrems
cold.

2. Information received from Maj Brown reveals a raager,
attached to the Sequoia Natiomal Park, located the

in Le Conte lake on 27 July 1960. A position report book
with the name Lt William T. Cromia om it was found near
the scene. This tentatively identifies the wreckage as a
B-24E Nr 41-28463 missing on 5 December 1943, home statio
HBammer Field, Fresno, Califormia. The crew is listed as

follows:
Pilot 2dLt Charles W. Turvey 0-682921
Copilot 24Lt Robert M. Hester 0-755344
Navigator 2dLt ¥Villiam T. Croamin 0-691961
Bombardier 2dLt Ellis H. Fish 0-753711
Engineer S88gt Robert 0. Bussey 11084824
Radio Operator Sgt Howard A. Wandtke 15354576

It appears that the three radial cagimes could have

3.
belonged to this B-24, Le Comte lake accident. More posit

(AFCRM)

_(aFcPy

determination will depend on whether the Army persoasel do
or do not locate the emgimes im the area of the wreckage
Purther, as soon as it is possible, probably in September,
Maj Brown stated that the Chief Ranger of Sequoia Natioma
Park will attempt to reach the three engimes on Mendel Gl
and obtain positive ideantification.

MEMO FOR RECORD: SE

3

Information:
Permonent
Temporary
Destroy After:

Tronstory
Originator

Moulton
5195



-COORD-
c®orpINATION FILE cOBY
: (AFCD)
L 4. Vhen the additiomal informationm is received, your head-
| quarters will be advised,
YOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:
1 Ateh w/d e
E,'.:,kn‘“ L Copﬁ.. S5t 4 Ar - "
i Caton PAabkvar dAamilton AFB ,
Re ; vigien Calif
¥y & »
(AFCRM)
(AFCP)
(AFCFS)
File
information:
Permanent
Temporary
Destroy After:
Transitory
. Origingtor:
\
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? 9 WAY 1960
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Ltr, Hg MAF (ROC), 2 WAy 0, Request for Search and wscue Informstion

Ty

xmmwumummm-o
concerning this matter.

2. ” no informsticn 1e svailable in your command, suggest eomopom
be forwvarded ' Trnave-tor Qeneral, USAF, Norton AFR, and Headgquarters

o el
-

” u.(m) JU‘ P T
Hg AMC, wWright-Pa'te

08t DIG for 3Safety
Norton Ari, al

Forwardsd as a mat'er rejiiring research of statistical data avallable
only an your directo

FOR THE OOMMANDER:
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lAr, By MAF (RCC), 25 WAy o0, Request fur Search and Rescue Inforestion

Mitchel AFR, NY ' 26 oL W80
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I- ﬁu muon 1s svailable 1in your command, suggest nw
bo forvarded tc o Tuspe-tor General, USAF, Norton AFE, and Headquarters
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JULZ Y 1960
2nd Ind (MCASF)

l& AMC, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio |

70t DIG for Safety (AFCFS)
Norton A?B. Calif.

Forwarded as a matter requiring research of statistical data available
only in your directorate.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

CON 'S

1 Ca SAF

Chief, |0 “afety Braueh
afet s Division
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ATER3

California

Wy 18, 1960

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Canyon Mationoal Parks

Sequois and Kings

Three Rivers,

, . Mallock, shared this opinien.
of my staff, vill certainly strive
pleasant relatienships.

pothing but high praise for the assis-
have received frem you and your offiocers,

te visit your Divisiom in persem, dut

doe

ot appear to be possible. Sheuld

re, have opportunity to visit these Pardse,
heve you eall at my affioe.

i

Sincerely yours,

?59-!

Enelosures



DGNALI M INTE

Kr., Walker:

sply Lo your letter A7623, dated May &, 1560, I aa seading you further

rwation regarding the three airplane engines | found on the Mendel Glacler.

» Nt. OGoddard quadrangle which you inclosed in your letter you circled

. & correct glacier - the one exactly north of Mt. Mendel., I am sending

s thoto taken August 26, 1959, from the swmmit plateau of Mt. Lamarck f

rg south showing both Darwin and Mentel Glaclers. The approximate

, of the engines is marked on the Mendel Glacier. I doubt if theee

LAl

be spotted from the air as they bled in so well with the granite

ters that are scattered over the surface of tlhe ice, It was not until

right on top of the engines that I realismed wha' they were,
swers to your specific _uestions are

I found the engines August 24 1

1 did not observe any other plane parts. . saw only the thres eng’

. Nothing 1 saw had any conspicuous orange pA:nt markings.

. 5ince no wings or fuselage were observed I did not see any registrat
aumbers or military insignia.

. There were no buttons, shoes, bones, etc. indicating human Tatality,

Tn xy cureeryy axAmination of thre e gines 1 4id not notice any plales

numbers indicat!img military or coomercial ownership.

. The engines were on eolid ice tue depth of which 1 xnow ol no WA
ertimate. A® can be sean from 'ne accompanying stograph the B
cover had melted from the lower half of the glacler at this lale

1 ARLuet,
e ™l indeed for the ';ru?lp(t;a'- eresl A Y.EOr Jyou liave
, pursuing this matter an’ esjecally vour w ingness Lo
se of the results of your inves' g» o !T at all possible.
venitate write o if 1 can he + ~
sase 8 trip Lo the Bvolution area “ver 8 Woex en. .ale thin sl

would e desirable

L ’ -y

A7 LomT vALLEY DRy ‘ .

CRINUA CALIFORNIA '
May 12, mo)‘ g b
T b
¢ Walker s B e
¥ Superin t g TR e "'J
ts and Kings gnym National Parke a1 1
.+ Rivers, Califormia e {» i
|




. e Walker L
# Sx.;oru\-dg:’_ P e .
~ia and Kings Bational Parke : G

~ws nivers, Califormia ™

DUNALL M INTE
A7 Lom VALLEY DRy
CRINUA. CALIPORNIA

May 12, 1900)( >

- Mr. Walker:
eply Lo your letter A7623, dated May 6, 1560, I am sending you further

mumwmmmommuxmuumw

. e Nt. Goddard quadrangle which you inclosed in your letter you circled
s & correct glacier - the ene exactly north of Mt. Mendel. I am sending
. a photo taken August 26, 1959, from the summit platesu of Mt. Lamarck f
ng south showing both Darwin and Mendel (laciers. The approximate
w ation of the engines is marked on the Mendel Glacier. I doubt if theee
be apotted from the air as they blerd in so well with the granite
lders that are scattered over the surface of the ice, It was not until

RS

right on top of the engines that ! realised what they were,
swers to your specific _uestions are:
. 1 found the engines August 2§ 1 " ..

. 1 414 not observe any other plane parts. . saw only the thres englone

.. Nothing 1 saw had any conspieuous orange peint markings.

“e

saxe 8 trip Lo the Evolution area o¥

, The engires were on solid ice tLie depth ol which J

iince no wings or fuselage were observed I did not see any registrat o

numbers or military insignia.

. There were no buttons, shoes, bones, etc. indicatling human Tatality,

. In my curesyy exAaination of the ergines I did not notice any plales

r numberes indicatimg military or cormercial ownership.

1 know of nc way

estimate. As can be seen from 'ne accompanying photograph 'he snow

cover had melted from the lower half of tne glaclier at this lale <

0 Auaust,

el indesd for the promptness, Lterest and vigor yem nave
»d in pursuing this matter an:® esjec’ally your w LLingness to
o 0f the results of vour invesi ysatlone 17 al all possible.
nesitate write me if 1 can be . further n» to U, I OO\

a7 8 Wery JAle Lhis wimme !
wuld be desirsdle.

1 Glacier.
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DONALD W JONTE,. M.D
47 LOST vALLEY DRivEY(
LA, CALIFORMNIA

April 29, 1960

~o rintendent

sis-Eings Canyon Natiohal Park
\ia National Park, Califormia

v
»A 3

during the last week in August 1959 1 found

ve airplane t terminal morraine to the
schrund, - were supported by ice
stals 2 to thres 16 of one I just had made
» loem movie b

in this arees byt as I recall
ation that was

_ Darwin Giacier, Our packer, Mr.
nober, of Bishop sald heard of eny airplane debris on the
el Glacier and suggested

be very grateful if you would write me concerming any information you nay
hout these three enzines ~+ Wendel Glacler.




DONALD W JONTE, M.D
47 LOST vALLEY DRIY
e LA, CALIFORNIA

April 29, 1960

«rintendent
»is-ings Canyon NHatiobal Park
ia National Park, California

¢ hiking ower the the last week in August 1959 1 found
ve afrplmmwdmmmmtmlmwzm
senrund, ALl presented supported by ice
stals 2 to three feet . oux had made
s lomm movie frame,

w Lhere was & 1958 report of a in this areec but as I recall
ation that was um Darwin Glacier, Our packer, Mr.
nober, of Bishop sald f eny airplane debris on the

ilacier and W

s be very grateful Af you would write me concerming any informat ion you nay
hout these three suzines »+ Nendel Glacler.




DONALD W JONTE. MD
47 LOST vALLEY DRIV
ke LA, CALIFORNIA

April 29, 1960

- rintendent
ris-Kings Canyon Hatiohal Park
ia National Park, California

¢ hiking ower the Méndel
‘e airplane eagines sbout midway from the preseat
cohrund, ALl presented as Ylacial tables” as
stals 2 to thres fest v X
s lomm movie frame,

in this areec but as I recall
ation that was given ; Our packer, Mr.
noher, of Bishop sald
ilacier and suggested

be very grateful if you d write me concerning any information you nay
wut these three enzines ~¢ del Glacler.




DONALD W JONTE, M D
47 05T VALLEY DRIV
e A, SALIFORMNIA

April 29, 1960

= rint endent
is-Eings Canyon Hatiomal Park
ia National Park, California

¢ hiking ever the Méndel : 959 1 found
ve airplane engines about to the
senrund, ALl presented as Ylasisl tables® as
«tals 2 to three feet Nigh. I am
» losm movie frame.

w there was & 1958
ation that was gi

hoher, of Bishop
Jlacier and suggested

be very grateful if you d write me concerning any information you ney
it these three surzines ~° del Glacler.
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DONALD M JONTE, M. D
47T LOGT vALLEY DRiY
e e, CALIFOMRNIA

April 29, 1960

«rintendent
yis-Eings Canyon Hatiomal Park
ia National Park, California

¢ niking ever the Méndel
<e airplane eagines about
schrund, AL}
«tals 2 to thres fest
s lomm movie frame,

w Lhere was a 1958 of & world war II plane in this ares but as I recall
ation that was given wss the Darwia Glacier, Our packer, Mr.
noher, of Bishop heard of any airplane debris on the

be very grateful if you would write me concerming any informat ion you may
‘ sne three enzines ~+ Wendel Glacler.

L
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