DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
AIR FORCE HISTORICAL RESEARCH AGENCY (AFHRA)
MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, ALABAMA

March 25, 2009
RFI # 2009-60537

AFHRA/RSA
600 Chennault Circle
Maxwell AFB, AL 36112-6424 USA

Mr. Peter Stekel

3048 62" Ave. SW

Seattle, WA 98116-2706

Dear Mr. Stekel,

Thank you for your RFI (request for information) pertaining to the crashes of B-24E numbers 41-28463 and 42-7674.

I have found and copied the two aircraft accidents that you requested. Iam also sending the card that assisted me in
finding the crashed. You will see on these small cards the notes regarding info learned after the crash.

It is my pleasure to give you any information we have and my sincere hope that the information provided serves you

well.
Respectfully
o Lo
Cathy Cox, Archivist
AFHRA/RSA

Enclosure:

1. Copy of original RFI
2. Copy of card and aircraft accident report number 44-12-6-5
3. Copy of card and aircraft accident report number 44-12-5-17
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Gamma, Lynn O Civ USAF AETC AFHRA/IRS =~ A &
From: Final Flight [peter@finalflightthebook.com]

Sent: Tuesday, December 16, 2008 12:39 PM

To: AFHRA/NEWS

Subject: Accident Investigation Request

Dear Barry,

In the course of my research for Final Flight I've been following up on some leads and have
found the need to request two more USAAF accident reports and one USAF accident report. Per
your suggestion from last month I am not going through the FOIA process.

Here are the data:

-

1. B-24E #41-28463" accident on 12/5/43 in Kings Canyon National Park, CA. The site is now
known as Hester Lake. There may have been a follow-up report in about June, 1960 after the
crash site was found.

There were body recoveries involved.

2. B-24E #42-7674 accident on 12/6/43 in Sequoia National Forest, CA.
The crash site was found in 1955 in Huntington Lake, CA.

. T-33 [F-80] Shooting Star #52-9232 accident 5/9/57 over Kings Canyon National Park.
4ﬁw£‘reckage never found but the pilot successfully ejected.
‘"7 After 54 days in the wilderness he hiked out and was found by some campers. My sources
40 1indicate there is a redacted and non-redacted version of this report. Of course, it would be
3§ﬁjnice to have the unredacted report if it can be found.

I can provide more information [crew members names, mostly] if it would help you.
Please let me know if there is anything you need from me to expedite your search.

Thank you, Barry.

Peter
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SUBJECT: In{craﬁl report of Aircraft Acciasat

T0 s

: i. In compliance witn Memorandua 25-1, -Headquarters, Pourth Air .. .
Force, Gated 18 Novexber 134> the following informsl report is submitied
concerring the crasn of Airc. 't B-24H, No, U2-/o74, on & December 1943. -

(a) Above named aircrart, [oown Bormbardment Squadron, piloted by
Captaiz William H. Darden, was assignod to participate in a ssarcn =icsion,
the flignt took orz at 0912, 6 December 1943 and proceeded to the vicinity

H

of - Shaw Lake in formation, - Aircraft -involved was tne lasi_ship to "peel < R e

trom the formation, and was then juat Horzh of Eunvington Lake, Izmediately

efter pseiing off, Ho. two prop governor ‘went out and the ergire had to be ..
warottied back. Immediavely afvervard tne aircraft began to lose aluitude

~ o yapidly, the reason for wnich is undetermined. -Toe pilov-ordered-the Srev. .- i S
—vo-bati-out——Tne—Co-Piiot;—Lt-—Culer K, Ssttle and the radio cperator, Sgh. :

weorge J, Barulic, paracmuted to safety. No cther memvers of ihe craw wers

able to get out, due to vne fact that tae airplane was by then too closs

to the ground, Tne engineer was seen returning to the flight deck by the

radio operator, The crasn occurred aboutl 6 December 1543,
(1) .In spive of the fact thatv the ce=plls “To safaty

so cause for the accident has been determined, He states that he can rem=

ember no cause for the performance of tue sirplane. 2

~(e) ' The sirplane disappeared from viaw of tne men who balled out

the water 1s cne hundred and i

snd-apparestiy Wi, giEEIN S VeRERTanai¥, SIX wan T T
- remained ou board.  ¥ns plibe Eas Bot @eriniiely besn located, vav floating. - -
debris luads to the cezclusicn “br-t 4% is in the lake st a point wherg——"""
TPEWTGEdL o bodies have Ddeen .Tredcovered. -
o - &) -~ PR@-PEIOV, Captain Darden, -was Squadiun Commandser.. e was an.

Yo

i prier to take=oXf, Standard safevy devises were installsd im the aircraft,

SEperiaacsd piiot With an sxcerlient record— She co-pilor—ieFirst-piles of
s heavy pombardment crew, nearing the end of third poasc training. Botn are
imown by the undersigned to have been in good paysical condition, and. under
no mental strain prior to thne flignt, Tne aircraft was in good working order

and wre in good working oraer,
2, Resuits to flying perscnnel are as followat

Pitet = Captain ¥illiam H, Darden 0-380288 Hissing
Co~Fiiot 2nd Lt, Culer M, Settis 0-806149 Unindured
Navigator ond Lt, Samuel J. Schlesser 0= 9 (409 Kigsing
Engineer Sgt. Franklio C, Nyswenger 16009396 ¥igaing
Hadio Operator Sgt. ueorge J, Berulic 32565535 Uninjured
Ass. Engmeer Sgt. Dick E. Mayo : 35448517 Missing
__Uunner ., Bgt. Eichard L. Spangle 1916300 Hissing
penne T gt Dawald Yai de Paveh " ~362790Mk < Nwstag v o o
. - )
2243000 . * ALEXAsDER X. $PROWL :
e s e e g e - Gap b NGO MK Squadron-Surgeon—
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